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SUBJECT: MILITARY RECOMMENDS AMNESTY FOR 507 DETAINEES 

1. SUMMARY: A MILITARY AMNESTY COMMISSION HAS RECOMMENDED 
AMNESTY FOR 507 DETAINEES, APPARENTLY UNDER A PROGRAM 
ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT MARCOS LAST AUGUST. NO NAMES ARE 
AVAILABLE, BUT ONE NEWSPAPER SAYS "MOST" ARE FACING SUB- 
VERSION OR REBELLION CHARGES. ANOTHER 473 AMNESTY APPLICA- 
TIONS APPARENTLY ARE AWAITING FURTHER ACTION. END SUMMARY. 

2. REPORTS IN "EVENING POST" AND "TIMES JOURNAL" MAY 8 AND 

9 SAY THAT A MILITARY AMNESTY COMMISSION HAS EORWARDED TO 
PRESIDENT MARCOS RECOMMENDATIONS THAT 507 DETAINEES' RE- 
QUESTS FOR AMNESTY BE GRANTED. NO NAMES ARE PROVIDED, BUT 
"TIMES JOURNAL" ASSERTS THAT "MOST OF THE PRISONERS ARE 
FACING SUBVERSION AND REBELLION CHARGES." PRESS SAYS THE 
LIST INCLUDES BOTH CURRENT DETAINEES AND THOSE ON TEMPORARY 
RELEASE. A CHURCH SOURCE WITH ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM 
DETENTION CENTERS TOLD EMBOFE MAY 1 1 SHE HAD HEARD NOTHING 
FROM TNSIDE" INDICATING MAJOR RELEASES ARE EXPECTED SOON. 

3. APPARENTLY THIS ALL REFERS TO THE MOST RECENT EXTEN- 
SION, ANNOUNCED BY PRESIDENT MARCOS IN AUGUST 1977 AT THE 
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MANILA WORLD PEACE THROUGH LAW CONFERENCE, OF PD'S 95 AND 
124, OFFERING AMNESTY TO MUSLIMS AND SUSPECTED SUBVERSIVES. 
THE REVISED DEADLINE FOR FILING APPLICATIONS WAS 
DECEMBER 31. THE PRESS REPORTS SAY 980 DETAINEES APPLIED 
FOR AMNESTY, BUT MANY APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN RETURNED FOR 
FURTHER DOCUMENTATION. PRESS REPORTS ADD THAT 1,646 
DETAINEES ("MOSTLY EACING SUBVERSION CHARGES," ACCORDING 
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TO "TIMES JOURNAL") HAVE BEEN GRANTED AMNESTY UNDER THESE 
DECREES. WHETHER THIS INCLUDES THE PRESENT 507 IS UNCLEAR. 

4. TWO LOCAL COLUMNISTS HAVE COMMENTED OBLIQUELY ON THE 
REPORT. BATALLA IN "BULLETIN TODAY" MAY 10 USED IT AS 
SPRINGBOARD TO DISCUSS NECESSARY BALANCE BETWEEN DISCI- 
PLINE AND COMPASSION. GRANADA IN "TIMES JOURNAL" MAY 13 
SEEMED TO WANT MORE RELEASES: "WE FIND THE DECISION OF THE 
MAC HEARTENING. FOR IT IS AN INDICATION THAT THE MILITARY 
ADMINISTRATORS OF MARTIAL LAW HAVE A CERTAIN TOLERANCE FOR 
POLITICAL OFFENDERS. AND WE HOPE THIS GOES FARTHER SO THAT 
POLITICAL OFFENDERS ACCUSED OF MINOR COMMON CRIMES WHICH 
ACTUALLY WERE PART OF THEIR POLITICAL PROTEST COULD ALSO 
ENJOY AMNESTY. WE ARE PARTICULARLY THINKING OF THE HUNDRED 
FACING CHARGES OF SUBVERSION. HOW MANY OF THEM ARE ACTUALL 
STILL SUBVERSIVE AFTER LENGTHY DETENTION?" TOUSSAINT 
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